
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

“When you understand the past, 

the confusion of the present 

becomes clear” John Betjeman 

• In St Saviour’s Parish Church.  

During the Autumn and Winter 

Season the Heritage Centre 

will be open on the first 

Saturday of the month from 10 

am to 12 noon. 

 

• There will be a talk by Dr 

Dawn Crouch, Consultant 

Historian, at 10.30 am   

 

• Teas/coffees and delicious 

refreshments available. 

 

 

DID YOU KNOW? 

Professor Sir Norman 

Lockyer, (1837-1920) 

Britain’s first astro-

physicist, lived in 

Westgate-on -Sea in a red-

brick house called Norlands 

on the corner of St 

Mildred’s and Ethelred 

Roads, where he had an 

observatory in the 

grounds, an outpost of the 

Solar Physics Observatory 

at South Kensington. 

Amongst his many 

achievements, he 

discovered helium, so 

remember him when next 

you release a balloon for 

some celebratory occasion. 

 

WELCOME TO THE AUTUMN 2013 NEWSLETTER  
 
We hope you all enjoyed the lovely summer we had this year. It 
was good to see so many people popping into the Heritage 
Centre on Wednesdays and Saturdays to view our archive 
material. It was also good to hear so many memories of the town 
and to help with personal research. During the Autumn and 
Winter we are open on the first Saturday of the month and look 
forward to welcoming everyone then.  
 
The Heritage Centre Members would like to send their best wishes to 
Douglas Neve, our youngest member, who is about to start at the 
University of Kent, where he will read History. Douglas is passionate 
about the subject and will surely enjoy his time there.  
 
When the Heritage Centre was re-launched last October, Douglas 
was introduced to Professor Hugh Cunningham from the University, 
who was a specially invited guest. As a result of that meeting, 
Douglas was invited to take part in a seminar for Sixth Formers, 
where he had to make a short presentation. He enjoyed the 
experience very much, but was still surprised, when, recently, he 
received the news that he had been given a year’s online subscription 
to the Historical Association, because he had been awarded the 
President’s prize. You see, you never know what might be the 
outcome of visiting the Heritage Centre!  
 
Dr Dawn Crouch 

 

 

  

 

St Saviour’s Church circa 1910 
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WESTGATE WORTHIES! 

A SERIES ON SOME OF THE 

INTERESTING MEN AND WOMEN WHO 

WERE THE FIRST WESTGATEONIANS 

By Dr Dawn Crouch 

HENRY MINTER 

1853-1913 

 Former Numbers 1 & 2 Station Road 2000 
(Photo by James Brazier)

 

 
Former Number 13 Station Road 2000 
(Photo by Colin Osborne) 

 
Henry Minter played an important part in the 
life of the new Westgate-on-Sea for more 
than a quarter of a century. He was, however, 
something of a rare breed in the new town – 
he was not from the Metropolis, but, from 
East Kent - and not just from East Kent, but 
from its rural parts. Born in 1853 at 
Sheldwich, near Faversham, he was the son 
of a farmer, Thomas Minter, born in 1828, 
who farmed at Goodnestone Court, near 
Faversham and whose father, also named 
Thomas, had been born in the Faversham 
area in 1792 . So what brought country boy 

Henry to this new sophisticated watering-
place in about 1877?   
 
The answer well may be that the farm could 
not support several sons in the manner to 
which they aspired. Henry’s brother, also 
called Thomas, took on the farm. Henry 
decided that a life in trade – at least for the 
time being – would suit him better and at the 
time of the 1871 census, the 18 year-old was 
at Herne Bay, working as a “grocer’s 
shopman”. Living in the Faversham and 
Herne Bay areas, Henry would have been 
familiar with the changes that were taking 
place, as the London, Chatham and Dover 
Railway made its progress towards Margate. 
Any development would need at least basic 
supplies – the proverbial butcher, baker and 
candlestick maker, plus a good grocer. The 
new residents of Westgate-on-Sea, whether 
full time or “habitual” would be no exception. 
It seemed as if they did not want to have 
much to do with their neighbour Margate. 
There was the ideal opportunity for an 
enterprising young man, willing to take a risk, 
to set up in business. 
 
In 1877 Henry married Emma Murton. In 
Gregory’s Postal Directory for Margate 1878 
he advertised as “Family Grocer and 
Provision Merchant at 2 Station Road” – (first 
picture). He insured his “premises, stock in 
trade, and horse, vehicles and harness in 
stable adjoining” in 1878 for a total of £1400 – 
a very large sum of money at the time 
(multiply by 48 to reach today’s figures). We 
are fortunate to have the *records of the Kent 
Fire Insurance Company from 1878, which 
provide a wealth of detail about businesses in 
Westgate. Minter was the agent for the 
Company for many years, so the entry shown 
below is in his own handwriting 
 

 
*Donated by Michael O’Toole of Benefield and   

Cornford, when they moved their offices. 



At the time of the 1881 census the 28 year-
old grocer was recorded as “employing 3 men 
and 1 boy”. He had, by then, two daughters, 
Florence, aged 3, and Jessie, aged 12 
months. He employed two domestic servants.  
 
He had, however, ambitions beyond the 
grocery trade. The row of shops opposite the 
railway station, built by Alfred Lockwood, was 
advertised in Keble’s Gazette as ready for 
occupation in January 1880. Minter took 
number 13 on the corner of Station Road and 
Ethelbert Square (shown in the photo with the 
white painted area above the door - it is now 
a hairdresser’s) and opened it as a Wine, 
Beer and Spirit Merchant’s.  No “rising 
watering-place,” where all the “vacation 
homes” boasted their wine and beer cellars, 
could be without such an establishment and 
Minter made a success of it. Within five years 
he was insuring his “stock of wines, spirits, 
bottled beer and plant in cellar under 13 and 
in cellar under adjoining house for £2550”.  
 
Number 13 was a building of extreme 
interest, for we learn from the Insurance 
records that “It is understood that the private 
dwelling-house, known as 12 Ethelbert 
Terrace (to which this insurance does not 
extend) IS BUILT OVER PART OF THE 
CELLAR, mentioned above”.  The cellars are 
indeed huge and were used as air-raid 
shelters in the Second World War (see 
“Wartime Memories”, Clara’s Story, in the 
Heritage Centre Collection). It seems likely, 
therefore, that number 13 was built 
specifically as a Wine Merchant’s shop.  
Minter certainly built up a reputation. The 
Pictorial Record of 1899, page 11, advised “In 
the selection of a wine merchant there is 
probably no better advice to be given than to 
entrust orders to an old-established house, 
which has a reputation to maintain or 
lose”…and went on to recommend Henry 
Minter, who had London as well as local 
connections and customers in Scotland and 
in Ireland. He imported wine in bulk and 
“whether he supplies recent vintages for 
laying down or parcels of mature age, he is 
always in a position to give the exact date of 
vintage and the subsequent history of the 
parcel”  
 
Minter imported wines from Europe, Australia 
and California, whilst his stock of spirits 

included Jameson’s Irish and Roe’s “Kilty” 
Scotch and Hennessy’s brandy. He also 
stocked ales and stout such as Bass and 
Guinness and was an agent for the Kent 
brewers of Messrs Rigden and Shepherd 
Neame & Co both of Faversham. “Aerated 
waters” and “Ye Olde Brewed Ginger Beer” 
were also available”  

 
The article in the Pictorial Record includes a picture of 

a “corner of the wine cellar” 

 

 
 
 
Henry Minter quickly became a much 
respected member of the community. In 1880 
he became the token tradesmen when the 
new Sanitary Committee was set up, serving 
alongside the likes of the medical 
practitioners, the vicar of St Saviour’s and 
other gentlemen. (Westgate Chronicle and 
Birchington News, 18 September 1880) In 
1882 he appeared as a witness before the 
Select Committee of the House of Commons, 
which was considering the application for the 
building of a stretch of railway to link 
Westgate with Minster, which would give 
direct access to Canterbury and Ashford 
without having to go to Margate. Minter said 
that he had been a resident for six years and 
that when he first went to Westgate there 
were not 100 houses, but now there were 
more than 200 and the number of visitors 
increased annually. He said that he did not 
get any products from Kent, but mostly from 
London, but confessed that he did not go to 
Canterbury or to Dover, except on jury 
service. (House of Lords’ Record Office, 
Westgate and SE Junction Railway Bill, 
Manuscript Evidence, Commons vol. 72, May 
1882). 
 
Although not on the Committee for building a 
permanent church at Westgate, he gave a 



donation of a very generous 10 guineas. 
Nevertheless, he was not allowed to forget 
that he was “in trade”, his subscription being 
recorded as from Mr Henry Minter, whereas 
others giving far less were, if qualified, 
referred to as “Esq.” He became first 
“people’s churchwarden” for the new parish of 
St Saviour’s Westgate on Sea and, with Dr 
Harding, who was Vicar’s warden, had the 
task of greeting the Lord Archbishop of 
Canterbury at the south gate in St Mildred’s 
Road on the day of the consecration of the 
church in July 1884. He was a founder 
member of the Tradesmen’s Club set up in 
1888, holding the office of chairman for some 
years, was involved with the setting up of the 
Improvements’ Committee, which supported 
the supplying of a Band for the season and 
was an invited guest of Charles Percival in 
November 1896 to the Hunt Breakfast of the 
Thanet Harriers of which Percival was 
Master. 
 
It is not surprising that he was so highly 
regarded, for men such as Minter (and his 
brother, William who came to Westgate to 
establish his high class draper’s business) 
were at the very top of the tradesmen’s social 
ladder. Geoffrey Crossick wrote, “The 
superior Victorian retail trade consisted of 
those who required a modest amount of 
capital tied up in their stock and good 
relations with their customers… In most 
Victorian towns the substantial grocers joined 
the drapers near the head of the hierarchy of 
tradesmen. (Crossick Geoffrey, An Artisan 
Elite in Victorian Society, London, 1978, p 96) 
 
At the Tradesmen’s Club dinner of 1890 news 
was given that Mr Minter intended leaving 
Westgate to live in Faversham. They wished 
him good luck. He replied that he would still 
be in Westgate for 3-4 days in the summer 
and every day in winter. (Keble’s Gazette, 1 
March 1890). 
 
The 1891 census records managers at both 
his grocer’s shop at 2 Station Road and his 
wine merchant’s at number 13, whilst he 
himself was to be found at Goodnestone 
Court, described as a “farmer and wine 
merchant.” His household included his wife, 
two daughters, son, sister-in-law, a 
governess and one domestic servant, plus 
three male farm servants. Ten years later 

both of his Westgate shops still had 
managers, whilst he continued to live 
comfortably at Goodnestone Court, now, 
according to the insurance records involved 
in hop farming.  
 
He continued to pay for his sittings in pew 64 
in St Saviour’s Church until 1902, when they 
were taken over by James Bates, his 
manager, and when he probably severed his 
links with Westgate.  The 1911 census 
records him as being at Clarence House 
Herne Bay with a number of guests. He died 
in the second quarter of 1913. 
 

 

Taken from an Edwardian postcard of Station Road 

Westgate-on-Sea 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A BIG THANK YOU 

From the Heritage Centre Management 

Committee to all who have helped staff 

the Wednesday and Saturday opening 

mornings – Rose, Clare, Jide, Jean and 

Pam.  We could not have managed 

without you and hope you have enjoyed 

meeting new people and have had the 

opportunity to learn more about our 

heritage.  Those of us who have done the 

Wednesday shifts are very grateful to 

Valda for making a delicious cake for us 

each week.   

Christine Attwood, Membership Secretary 

 



 
DOCTORS AND THEIR HOUSES 

 
Part 3 

 
By 

 
DR GRAHAM FIELD 

 

Moving on from Westgate Bay Avenue which we 
looked at last month, to just around the corner in 
St Mildred’s Road, is “Burghfield” (94 St. Mildred’s 
Road) where Dr Alfred Francis Street lived. He 
was born on 20th September 1854 at Kempley, 
Gloucester where his father was the vicar. He 
was educated at Marlborough College and then at 
Trinity College, Cambridge. He qualified B.A. 
1877; M.B. and M.A. 1880; M.D. 1884; B.Chir. 
1885, St.Bartholomew’s Hospital. M.R.C.S. 1880; 
and Diploma in Public Health 1889. He was 
House Surgeon at Manchester Royal Infirmary; 
and also worked at the Children’s Hospital, 
Pendlebury, and as Senior Medical Officer at The 
Radcliffe Infirmary Oxford. 

He married Alice Grace, daughter of the Rev. 
Thomas Brock of Guernsey, on the 24th June 
1885. By the time of the 1891 census, Dr and Mrs 
Street were living at Burghfield, which was named 
after Mrs Street’s birthplace. Dr Street’s sister, 
Mary also resided with them.  Alice was 9 years 
older than Alfred, they had no children and sadly 
Alice died 3rd January 1900. In the 1901 census, 
Dr Street is described as a widower with three 
live-in staff. He re-married in 1906 in London to 
Edith Joan Joseph, who was ten years his junior. 
He had the easily remembered telephone 
number, Westgate-on-Sea 1. 

Dr Street attended an incident at Eversleigh 
House, (now Ocean Swell) Sea Road, in 1901. Mr 
Charles Knowles, of the adjacent house, 
Corabelle, was awakened about 5.15 am by an 
explosion and the sound of breaking glass. 
Looking out, he saw there was a fire next door at 
Eversleigh and the caretaker, Sarah Allen was 
outside the side door wearing a few clothes which 
were on fire. The patient was taken into Corabelle 
and Dr Street was called, also the fire brigade. Dr 
Street dressed her legs, feet and hands with oiled 
cotton wool and arranged her transfer by 
ambulance to Margate Cottage Hospital where 
she died later that day. The long newspaper 
report details that Miss Allen woke to the smell of 
gas. Only putting on a shawl, she went to 
investigate. Reaching the drawing room, where 
the smell was less intense she struck the 
”classical” match and the gas ignited. As she had 
been alone in the house at that time, she was 

sure no tap had been left on, so it was presumed 
to be a leak. At the inquest, some jurors were 
unhappy that Dr Street had not been called as a 
witness, but the coroner was satisfied that the 
surgeon, who later saw the patient at the hospital, 
had described the burns and Dr Street would 
have nothing else to add. The jury foreman was 
also satisfied. The house and furniture sustained 
considerable damage in the explosion and fire. 
The windows on the staircase were smashed and 
the drawing room windows blown out and some 
of the windows in the top of the house. A box of 
matches had been found in the drawing room. 

 

Eversleigh, Sea Road 

Another coroner’s case that Dr Street attended 
was one in 1923 which also concerned Dr 
Heaton. Dr Street had been called to the 
foreshore where a body had been found at the 
foot of the sea wall. He thought that the fractured 
skull was due to a fall and the cause of death and 
not due to foul play. 

During the First World War Dr Street served as a 
Temporary Captain R.A.M.C. in the Kent 
Volunteer Regiment Detachment 99. This was 
mobilised 14th October 1914 and was engaged in 
transport, orderly and nursing duties in Westgate. 
The detachment had collected quantities of 
hospital equipment and owned and fitted up an 
ambulance driven by members. The Kent / 64 
VAD hospitals in Westgate-on-Sea were High 
Beach, Penryhn Lodge, Convent des Oiseaux, 
Tower House, St. Michaels and Apley Rise, 72 
beds in total.  Dr Street was also Medical Officer 
for Archer House and Westgate-on-Sea Infant 
Welfare Centre.  At one time, he was chairman of 
the Isle of Thanet Division of the B.M.A. He was 
also a past president of the British Balneological 
and Climatological Society. This was a society 
formed in 1896, of medical practitioners 



connected with British health resorts. In brief, it 
was to provide means of association and good 
fellowship and encourage the theoretical and 
practical investigation and study of balneology 
and climatology and had representatives from the 
high class resorts and spas where “Taking the 
Waters” and “healthy bracing airs” were to be 
promoted !! The society seems to have faded in 
about 1912 when reports were no longer printed 
in the B.M.J., although your scribe has seen 
brochures available on eBay. 

One Westgate resident had childhood memories 
of Dr Street driving around Westgate in an open 
top car whilst wearing his top hat.  Dr Street 
remained in Westgate-on–Sea, listed in the 
Medical Directories and Kelly’s Directories until 
his death on 28th March 1943. 

The final Doctor to be studied is Dr Alfred Sydney 
Wallis who was born on 5th May 1902 at Ilkley, 
Yorkshire. He is next recorded at his father’s 
vicarage in Strood, Kent, with his parents and two 
older sisters who were born in Deptford, Kent.  He 
trained at St Thomas’ Hospital London (where he 
was a contemporary of Dr Addison) qualifying in 
1927 and where he had additional experience in 
the Orthopaedic, Physiotherapy and Paediatric 
departments. In 1929 Dr Wallis married Gladys 
Ashton Coward Rogers at Strood. Gladys was the 
first born child of Dr and Mrs Rogers of Hoo, Kent. 

In 1931 his address for the Medical Register was 
his father’s home The Rectory, Cliffe at Hoo, 
Kent. However, at this time, he was probably the 
Resident Medical Officer at the Kent and 
Canterbury Hospital, for in 1932, he has arrived in 
Westgate-on-Sea. The Medical Register lists him 
as late RMO Kent and Canterbury Hospital and 
now living at Irton, Roxburgh Road (tel. Westgate 
296) and in association with Doctors Moor, 
Walker and Wallis.  By 1934, still living in 
Roxburgh Road, he had also taken on some 
anaesthetic responsibilities at Margate General 
Hospital. Both the Medical Directory and the 
telephone directory show that Dr Wallis had 
moved to 100 St. Mildred’s Road. Originally 
named Norlands, the property is believed to have 
had other names, but Dr Wallis named it 
Christleton, although it has recently reverted to 
Norlands.  Dr and Mrs Wallis, it is understood, 
had two children. Susan Anne was born in 1932 
and Michael T. born 1935, who died in very early 
infancy. Dr Wallis remained in Westgate 
practicing until retirement; it is believed until 1961, 
when he moved to Whitstable. He died on 24th 
December 1982 in a nursing home in Tankerton.  

The next part in the series looks at Doctors who either retired 
to the area, or had ‘holiday homes’ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AUTUMN PROGRAMME 2013 

Consultant Historian’s talks (starting 

at 10.30 am) 

Saturday 5th October  

(PLEASE  NOTE THIS MEETING WILL BE HELD 

AT CHRIST CHURCH, WESTGATE BAY 

AVENUE) 

“Grand Hotels … had to stand out from surrounding 

buildings, not only in size but often in different 

materials.  By 1890 every resort of consequence 

had at least one or two”.  Sarah Howell, “The 

Seaside”, London 1974.  130 years ago, in 1883, 

Westgate’s two “grand hotels”, St Mildred’s and the 

Westcliff, were opened.  This is their story. 

Saturday 2nd November  

We shall look at how the nation continued to face 

danger and deprivation and will particularly 

remember the story of the people of Thanet in 

1943.  We shall include stories of some of those 

who have special reason to remember that year.  

The Heritage Centre will also pay its annual tribute 

to the men of Westgate-on-Sea who fought and 

died in two World Wars. 

Saturday 7th December 

“Hons and Royals” – a look at some of Westgate’s 

blue blooded visitors 

Annual membership of the Heritage Centre costs 

£6.00 for individuals and £10.00 for family. This 

includes the quarterly newsletter (with a £1 discount 

on membership if you have the email version) and 

free entry to all talks. 

 

If you would like to become a Heritage Centre 

Volunteer please contact  

enquiries@westgateheritagecentre.org.uk  

If you would like to contribute to the Newsletter 

please send articles to The Editor, Sally Whitworth 

enquiries@westgateheritagecentre.org.uk  

 

 

mailto:enquiries@westgateheritagecentre.org.uk
mailto:enquiries@westgateheritagecentre.org.uk


A POSTCARD FROM WESTGATE-

ON-SEA 

More postcards from members’ collections 

 

West Bay around 1910 

 

Tareela, Sea Road, around 1930 

 

Looking towards the Ingleton circa 1906 

 

WESTGATE-ON-SEA MEMORIES by 

Linda Wright 

 

As a child, my brothers and I had lots of lovely 
holidays in Westgate with our parents.  We stayed 
at the Waterside Hotel in Sea Road, I think, in the 
same two rooms each time.  I can remember 
resenting the fact that we had an early children’s 
tea and were put to bed before the adults had their 
dinner later in the restaurant! 
 
We spent all day on the sandy beach and I 
remember the photographer on the promenade 
with his props including model animals and I think a 
live monkey.  There was also the opportunity for a 
pony ride on the beach, the donkeys were at 
Margate although I am sure our parents did not 
take us to Margate as they did not like fairs or slot 
machines. I did visit Dreamland as a teenager with a 
boyfriend! 
 
My parents spent childhood holidays at Westgate, 
although they did not know each other then, so my 
sons are the third generation to have happy holiday 
memories of this area.  In 1987 my parents 
purchased a caravan in Monkton where the boys 
and I spent the entire school holidays and still 
visited Westgate almost every day. 
 
My husband also grew to love Westgate and we 
were able to buy a flat here in 2006 for holiday and 
weekend use until we moved here full time in 
2011.  I still have to pinch myself when I walk down 
Roxburgh Road as I can’t believe I have achieved my 
lifelong dream of living here. 

We would love other Heritage Centre Members to 
share their memories of Westgate-on-Sea with us.  
Please contact either Dr Dawn or the Editor 

 



TAKE A SECOND 

LOOK – 

Remembering 

World War 1 

 

The next time you are visiting the 
Heritage Centre at St Saviour’s 
Church take a look at this 
window on the left-hand side of 
the aisle and read the poignant 
inscription. The window is 
dedicated to the memory of Pilot 
Ronald Charles Wybrow Morgan 
who died in 1917 aged just 19. 
He is buried at Hoogstade Belgian 
Military Cemetery in Alveringem . 
There is further information 
about the window in the 
Heritage Centre archives. 

Flight Magazine’s “Personals” of 
August 1917 says that “Second 
Lieutenant RONALD CHARLES 
WYBROW MORGAN, South 
Wales Borderers, whose death 
took place on July 28th, as the 
result of wounds received the 
previous day, was the only child 
of A. Herbert Morgan, of 
Upthorpe, Westgate-on-Sea, and 
16, Mark Lane, E.C. He was born 
in September 1897, and 
educated at Doon House, 
Westgate-on-Sea, and at 
Uppingham School. Obtaining his 
commission in July, 1915, he was 
attached to the Royal Flying 
Corps a year later, and gained his 
pilot's certificate early in the 
present year. He went to the 
front last April, and remained 
there until the time of his death”. 

WHAT’S IN A 

NAME? 

W I L L I A M it would 
seem if you were in 
Westgate-on-Sea in 
Victorian times.  Here are 
ten Williams who left 
their marks on Westgate-
on-Sea in the first 20 
years of its history.  How 
many are familiar to you?   

 

William Corbett  
 
William Frostick  
 
William Ingram  
 
William Lockwood  
 
William Minter  
 
William Orchardson  
 
William Peto  
 
William Rogers  
 
William Weston  
 
William Wigmore  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Answers in the next issue 

HOW WELL DO YOU 
KNOW WESTGATE-
ON-SEA?   
 
Where can you find a row of 
these beautiful columns? 

 

 

Answer in next quarter’s Newsletter 

 

Last quarter’s photo (taken 
circa 1930) shows the cliffs 
between St Mildred’s Bay and 
West Bay before the 
promenade was completed. 
The promenades joined up in 
1957 to celebrate the 
centenary of Margate 
Borough’s incorporation. 
(Westgate-on-Sea became a 
part of Margate in 1934).  
 
 
 

*** 


